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Multiple studies have looked at temperature comparisons between natural grass and synthetic turf.(1-6)
Temperatures have been recorded as high at 200 and 202ºF.  

The surface temperature of synthetic turf, regardless of brand or infill, is always hotter than natural grass, air temperature, concrete, asphalt and bare soil.(4). Temperature readings on synthetic turf can be  87ºF on the surface and 70ºF higher than air temperatures.  It is NOT ADEQUATE to rely on weather forecasts to determine when to call of a game due to high synthetic turf temperature, but you can be assured that in our climate, this will involve an ever increasing number of days.  Failure to do so will result in the very high likelihood of lawsuits in the event of injury or death!

Children are closer to the higher heat on the surface and air than adults.  They are less able to adapt to higher temperatures and therefore more prone to dehydration, heat stroke and other related health issues.

Turf burns provide open access for bacteria.  Of particular concern is Methicillin Resistant Staph Aureus, MSRA, which has been found in 70% of synthetic turf fields.  MRSA infections are not readily discernible and require rapid IV antibiotic intervention.  They can rapidly progress to abscess and even death.

The predicted increased amount of play time provided in the staff report is UNREALISTIC given our increasing temperatures in Southern California and neither the erroneously predicted increase in play time NOR the exorbitant expense of tax payer money warrants exposing humans or the  environment to the multitude of toxins and carcinogens the staff report has chosen to ignore by selectively choosing to quote Dan Hogan & Associates, who has a special interest in promoting sales of synthetic turf AND by selectively quoting  2 special interest backed studies while ignoring the abundance of scientific reports available.  

SYNTHETIC TURF CREATES URBAN HEAT ISLANDS, OFF GASSES CARBON, LEACHES TOXINS AND CARCINOGENS INTO THE ENVIRONMENT AND IS NOT ONLY IN CONFLICT WITH HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH, BUT THE CITY’S OWN CLIMATE ACTION GOALS.
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Table 1.

Surface Average Surface Temperature between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM
Soccer 117.38°F high 157°F
Football 117.04° F high 156° F
78.19°F high 88.5°F
oncrete 94.08° F
Asphalt 109.62° F
Bare Soil 98.23°F
Table 2.
Two inch depth Average Soil Temperature between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM
Soccer 95.33°F high 116° F
Football 96.48° F high 116.75° F
80.42° F high 90.75° F

Bare Soil 90.08° F




